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1
INPUT/OUTPUT MODULE

BACKGROUND

The present disclosure relates generally to the field of
industrial automation control systems. More particularly,
embodiments of the present disclosure relate to improving
connection performance between an input/output (I/O) mod-
ule and a terminal base as well as improving the user acces-
sibility of the I/O module.

A wide range of applications exist for automation control,
particularly systems that utilize sensors and actuators con-
nected to control and/or monitoring equipment via I/O tech-
nology. I/O devices are used in a variety of applications, and
play an important role in providing the functionality of auto-
mation control and monitoring systems. Further, in many
applications, 1/O devices are configured for coupling and
interaction with an automation controller. Under the direction
of stored programs, a processor of the automation controller
examines a series of inputs (e.g., electrical input signals to the
automation controller) reflecting the status of a controlled
process, as well as preset or system-generated signals, and
changes outputs (e.g., electrical output signals from the auto-
mation controller) based on analysis and logic for affecting
control of'the controlled process. The stored control programs
may be continuously executed in a series of execution cycles,
executed periodically, or based on events, or on any other
desired basis. The inputs received by the automation control-
ler from the controlled process and the outputs transmitted by
the automation controller to the controlled process are nor-
mally passed through one or more I/O devices, that serve as an
electrical interface between the automation controller and the
controlled process.

Generally, a latching mechanism for an /O module is
provided at a base of the module, and attaching the module to
the base may involve multiple steps to ensure a reliable con-
nection. In many cases, the /O modules are disposed in
locations that may be difficult and/or inconvenient to access
for operators charged with maintaining 1/O racks. Conse-
quently, difficulties may often be experienced when initially
installing and subsequently servicing such equipment. More-
over, in some applications, mounting and mechanical posi-
tioning may result in less than optimal reliability of I/O mod-
ule to base connections.

These conventional techniques suffer from significant
limitations, and there is a need for improved I/O technology,
particularly for improved module retention and ease of use.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

Certain embodiments commensurate in scope with the
originally claimed invention are summarized below. These
embodiments are intended only to provide a brief summary of
possible forms of the invention. Indeed, the invention may
encompass a variety of forms that may be similar to or dif-
ferent from the embodiments set forth below.

In one embodiment, an input/output (I/0) device for an
automation control system includes a terminal base, an [/O
module securable to the terminal base to provide communi-
cation between components coupled to the terminal base and
remote automation devices, and a latch for coupling the I/O
module to the terminal base containing a release lever may
actuate a latch element having a pair of lateral latching exten-
sions that interface with the terminal base to secure the I/O
module to the terminal base.

In another embodiment, a latching mechanism includes a
latch element securing an I/O module to a terminal base
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having a pair of lateral latching extensions interacting with
the terminal base, a release lever may actuate the latch ele-
ment to release the input/output module from the terminal
base, and a pair of counterbalanced integral spring elements
in the input/output module that urge the latch element to a
biased latched position.

In yet another embodiment, a method for securing and
releasing an input/output module to a terminal base includes
inserting the /O module into the terminal base in a first
movement, securing the component with the base portion,
grasping a front side of the I/O module and a release lever
located on the back side, activating the release lever, and
moving the /O device away from the terminal base.

DRAWINGS

These and other features, aspects, and advantages of the
present invention will become better understood when the
following detailed description is read with reference to the
accompanying drawings in which like characters represent
like parts throughout the drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1is a diagrammatical representation of an exemplary
remote control and monitoring system adapted to interface
with networked components and configuration equipment in
accordance with embodiments of the present techniques;

FIG. 2 is a front perspective view of an input/output (I/O)
device including an I/O module secured to an I/O terminal
base in accordance with embodiments of the present tech-
niques;

FIG. 3 is a rear perspective view of an [/O module secured
to an I/O terminal base in accordance with embodiments of
the present techniques;

FIG. 4 is an exploded perspective view of an exemplary I/O
device that includes a latching element in accordance with
embodiments of the present techniques;

FIG. 51s arear perspective view of an /O module including
an activated representation of a release lever in accordance
with embodiments of the present techniques;

FIG. 6 is an inverted perspective view of a lower housing of
an /O module in accordance with embodiments of the
present techniques;

FIG. 7 is an exploded perspective view of a lower housing
of'an [/O module including a latch element in accordance with
embodiments of the present techniques;

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of a lower housing of an I/O
module including a latch element and a system circuit board
in accordance with embodiments of the present techniques;

FIG. 9 is a perspective view of a lower housing of an I/O
module including a latch element, a system circuit board, and
an I/O circuit board in accordance with embodiments of the
present techniques;

FIG. 10 is an exploded perspective view of a lower housing
of'an I/0 module including a latch element, a system circuit
board, an I/O circuit board, and a lightpipe in accordance with
embodiments of the present techniques;

FIG. 11 is an exploded perspective view of a populated
lower housing of an I/O module and an upper housing of an
1/0 module in accordance with embodiments of the present
techniques;

FIG. 12 is an exploded perspective view of an [/O module
including a lever in accordance with embodiments of the
present techniques; and

FIG. 13 is a partial perspective view of an I/O module
detailing a receiving area for a lever.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

One or more specific embodiments will be described
below. In an effort to provide a concise description of these
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embodiments, not all features of an actual implementation are
described in the specification. It should be appreciated that in
the development of any such actual implementation, as in any
engineering or design project, numerous implementation-
specific decisions must be made to achieve the developers’
specific goals, such as compliance with system-related and
business-related constraints, which may vary from one imple-
mentation to another. Moreover, it should be appreciated that
such a development effort might be complex and time con-
suming, but would nevertheless be a routine undertaking of
design, fabrication, and manufacture for those of ordinary
skill having the benefit of this disclosure.

When introducing elements of various embodiments of the
present invention, the articles “a,” “an,” “the,” and “said” are
intended to mean that there are one or more of the elements.
The terms “comprising,” “including,” and “having” are
intended to be inclusive and mean that there may be addi-
tional elements other than the listed elements.

FIG. 1 is a diagrammatical representation of an exemplary
automation system adapted to interface with networked com-
ponents and configuration equipment in accordance with
embodiments of the present techniques. The automation sys-
tem is generally indicated by reference numeral 10. Specifi-
cally, the automation system 10 is illustrated as including a
machine system or process 12 and a remote control and moni-
toring system 14 adapted to interface through a network 16
with an input/output (1/0) device 18. The I/O device 18 may
include an I/O module 20 and a terminal base 22. It should be
noted that such an interface in accordance with embodiments
of the present techniques may be facilitated by the use of
certain network strategies. Indeed, an industry standard net-
work may be employed, such as DeviceNet, to enable data
transfer. Such networks permit the exchange of data in accor-
dance with a predefined protocol, and may provide power for
operation of networked elements.

The machine system or process 12 may take many forms
and include devices for accomplishing many different and
varied purposes. For example, the machine system or process
12 may include a compressor station, an oil refinery, a batch
operation for making food items, a mechanized assembly
line, and so forth. Accordingly, the machine system or process
12 may include a variety of operational components, such as
electric motors, valves, actuators, temperature elements,
pressure sensors, or a myriad of manufacturing, processing,
material handling, and other applications. Further, the
machine system or process 12 may include control and moni-
toring equipment for regulating process variables through
automation and/or observation.

For example, the illustrated machine system or process 12
may include sensors 24 and actuators 26. The sensors 24 may
include any number of devices adapted to provide informa-
tion regarding process conditions. The actuators 26 may
include any number of devices adapted to perform a mechani-
cal action in response to a signal from a controller (e.g., an
automation controller). The sensors 24 and actuators 26 may
be utilized to operate process equipment. Indeed, they may be
utilized within process loops that are monitored and con-
trolled by the remote control/monitoring system 12. Such a
process loop may be activated based on process inputs (e.g.,
input from a sensor 24) or direct operator input received
through other computers 28 also communicating via the net-
work 16.

As illustrated, the sensors 24 and actuators 26 are in com-
munication with the remote control and monitoring system
14. As illustrated, the sensors 24 and actuators 26 may com-
municate with the remote control and monitoring system 14
via an I/O device 18 in communication with the remote con-
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trol and monitoring system 14 by way of the network 16. The
1/0O device 18 may transfer input and output signals between
the remote control and monitoring system 14 and the machine
system or process 12. The /O device 18 serves as an electrical
interface to the remote control and monitoring system 14 and
may be located proximate to or remote from the remote con-
trol and monitoring system 14. Additionally, several 1/O
devices 18 may be used simultaneously to facilitate an appro-
priate amount of input and output signal capabilities of the
automation system 10.

The /O devices 18 may include input modules that receive
signals from input devices such as photo-sensors and prox-
imity switches, output modules that use output signals to
energize relays or to start motors, and bidirectional I/O mod-
ules, such as motion control modules which can direct motion
devices and receive position or speed feedback. In some
embodiments, the 1/0 devices 18 may convert between AC
and DC analog signals used by devices on a controlled
machine or process and DC logic signals used by the remote
control and monitoring system 14. Additionally, some 1/O
devices 18 may provide digital signals to digital /O devices
and receive digital signals from digital /O devices. Further, in
some embodiments, the I/O devices 18 that are used to control
machine devices or process control devices may include local
microcomputing capability on an I[/O module 20 of the I/O
devices 18. In addition, the I/O devices 18 may include sev-
eral components that may be coupled together, as described in
greater detail below. In various embodiments, the I/O devices
18 may include mechanisms to enable the components to be
coupled, locked, and/or released from one another.

Insome embodiments, the I/O devices 18 may be located in
close proximity to a portion of the control system, and away
from the remainder of the remote control and monitoring
system 14. In such embodiments, data may be communicated
with remote modules over a common communication link, or
network 16, wherein modules on the network communicate
via a standard communications protocol. Many industrial
controllers can communicate via network technologies such
as Ethernet (e.g., IEEE802.3, TCP/IP, UDP, EtherNet/IP, and
so forth), ControlNet, DeviceNet or other network protocols
(Foundation Fieldbus (H1 and Fast Ethernet) Modbus TCP,
Profibus) and also communicate to higher level computing
systems.

FIG. 2 is a front perspective view of an /O device 18
including an I/O module 20 secured to a terminal base 22 in
accordance with embodiments of the present techniques. The
terminal base 22 may provide system power to the /O module
20, as well as enable conversion between the communications
protocols of the I/O module 20 and a remote control/moni-
toring device. As illustrated, the terminal base 22 includes a
plurality of wiring terminals 30. Additionally, the terminal
base 22 includes a rail mount 32 for mounting the I/O device
18 to a DIN rail (not shown), which is an industry standard
support rail for mounting control equipment in racks and
cabinets. As described in greater detail below, a plurality of
1/0O devices 18 may be electrically coupled in series along a
DIN rail such that field power and system information and
power may be communicated between the /O devices 18, and
back through the terminal base 22 to the remote control/
monitoring device. In other embodiments, a different type of
mounting structure may be used.

Facilitating connecting the I/O devices 18 in series is a
conductor section 34 of the terminal base 22. The conductor
section 34 may include data conductors 36 and power bus
conductors 38. The data conductors 36 allow data communi-
cation between the I/O devices 18 connected in series with
each other. Additionally, the power bus conductors 38 provide
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power linking of the I/O devices 18 such that a single power
source may supply power to the series of the I/O devices 18.

In general, the I/O device 18 receives input signals from the
field devices via wiring terminals 30, delivers output signals
to the field devices also via wiring terminals 30, performs
general and/or specific local functionality on the inputs and/
or outputs, communicates the inputs and/or outputs to a
remote control/monitoring system and/or the other I/O
devices 18 via wiring terminals 30 and/or data conductors 36,
and so forth. In addition, the I/O module 20 includes a release
lever 40 to facilitate release from the terminal base 22 as
described in detailed below. In one embodiment, the release
lever 40 may extend beyond an upper surface 42 of the I/O
module 20 by way of an extension 44. The extension 44
facilitates removal of the I/O module 20 from the terminal
base 22 by allowing an operator to interact with an area of the
1/0 module 20 that may be easily accessible. It should be
noted that because rows of the /O devices 18 may be placed
in close proximity, ease of access to the release lever 40 of the
1/0 module 20 from a terminal base 22 may enhance user
accessibility of the /O device 18. Additionally, the configu-
ration of the release lever 40 may enable the /O module 20 to
be used in the terminal base 22 with either a horizontal or a
vertical orientation. Because a latch element and a latching
mechanism are both fully encased within the [/O module 20,
only the release lever 40 may be unobstructed in order for
various orientations of the I/O module 20 and the terminal
base 22 to function.

FIG. 3 is a rear perspective view of the [/O device 18
including the /O module 20 secured to the terminal base 22 in
accordance with embodiments of the present techniques. In
this view, the release lever 40 is more completely visible. In
some embodiments, the release lever 40 may have the exten-
sion 44 above the upper surface 42 of'the /O module 20. This
view demonstrates that while the extension 44 extends above
theupper surface 42, it may only include a small portion of the
release lever 40. Additionally, it may be beneficial to note that
a side of the I/O device 18 that may not be coupled to an
additional I/O device 18 may have an end cap (not shown)
such that data conductors 36 and power conductors 38 on
terminal base 22 may not be exposed while the I/O device 18
is in service. In at least one embodiment, release lever 40 may
be spring biased into a latched position as displayed in FIG. 3.

FIG. 4 is an exploded rear perspective view of the /O
device 18 including the /O module 20 removed from the
terminal base 22. In one embodiment, connectors 46 are
attached to the base of /O module 20. The connectors 46 may
include extensions of the I/O module 20 housing in order to
provide additional support for the connection between the I/O
module 20 and the terminal base 22. Additionally, the con-
nectors 46 may include circuitry connection devices in order
for the circuitry of /O module 20 to interact with the sensors
24 or actuators 26 of the machine system or process 12 by way
of the terminal base 22.

This view also displays a recess 48 in the I/O module 20
that allows for the latching extension 50 to protrude from an
interior of the I/O module 20. The latching extension 50
provides a location to secure the I/O module 20 to the terminal
base 22. Further, the latching extension 50 may include an
inclined surface to where pressure may be applied on the [/O
module 20 towards the terminal base 22, which may cause the
inclined surface to interact with a latch catch 52. This inter-
action may force the latching extension 50 to be displaced
from its typical orientation. Additionally, displacing the
latching extension 50 from its typical orientation may also
briefly force release lever 40 out of a locking position and into
a releasing position. Further, when the latching extension 50
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extends beyond a bottom portion of the latch catch 52, the
spring biased release lever 40 may return to its latched posi-
tion.

It should be noted that the release lever 40 may not be
necessary to facilitate securing the I/O module 20 to the
terminal base 22. In one embodiment, the latching extensions
50 may interact with the latch catches 52 on the inclined
surface of the latching extensions 50. Because the interaction
between the latching extensions 50 and the latch catches 52
may force an activation of the latch element to occur inde-
pendently from an activation of the release lever 40, a user of
the I/O device 18 may not need to activate the release lever 40
in order to secure the I/O module 20 in the terminal base 22.
Instead, securing the /O module 20 may be accomplished
simply by pressing against an upper surface ofthe I/O module
20 towards the terminal base 22.

Furthermore, in one embodiment, two latching extensions
50 may be located on opposite ends of the /O module 20.
Additionally, two latch catches 52, which may interact with
the two latching extensions 50, may be located on opposite
ends of the terminal base 22. The latching extensions 50 and
the latch catches 52 may also be located in a position along a
center of mass of the I/O module 20. As such, having two
latching locations on either side of the I/O device, as well as
having the latching locations located on the center of mass,
may provide the [/O module 18 with a more secure berthing
than an I/0 module with just a single latch in an unbalanced
location.

Turning now to FIG. 5, a rear perspective view of the I/O
module 20 including an activated representation of the release
lever 40 is illustrated in accordance with embodiments of the
present techniques. The I/O module 20 is shown with the
release lever 40 pivoted in a direction of arrow 54. The arrow
54 pivot may allow the release lever 40 to interact with the
latch element including the latching extensions 50. An inter-
action between the release lever 40 and the latch element
results in the latching extensions 50 moving in the direction
indicated by arrow 56. The arrow 56 movement of the latch-
ing extensions may cause the I/O module 20 to unlatch from
the terminal base 22 and subsequently may allow for detach-
ment from the terminal base 22 when a user pulls up on the I/O
module 20 in a direction of arrow 58.

In general, the release lever 40 is pivotable towards a front
side 60 on the /O module 20 as indicated by the arrow 54. A
pivot in direction of arrow 54 may be accomplished by grasp-
ing contact with the front side 60 of the /O module 20 and the
upper extension 44 of the release lever 40. Further, activating
the release lever 40 by the pivot in the direction of arrow 54
may allow the user to pull up on the I/O module 20 and move
the I/O module 20 away from the terminal base 22 in the
direction of arrow 58. The position of the release lever 40 may
allow for a user to easily access a release mechanism of the
1/0O device. For example, spacing between 1/O racks is typi-
cally limited; therefore, providing the release mechanism of
the I/O module 20 from the terminal base 22 in an easily
accessible location may be an important consideration in the
1/0O device design.

FIGS. 6-13 illustrate how an embodiment of the I/O mod-
ule 20 is erected. The figures provide a step by step approach
to assembling an embodiment of the I/O module 20 in order to
further demonstrate how the release mechanism within the
1/0 module 20 may function. Additionally, the figures may
demonstrate how the various elements mentioned above and
below interact with each other in order to produce a desired
securing and releasing mechanism.

FIG. 6is an inverted perspective view of'a lower housing 62
of'the /O module 20 in accordance with embodiments of the
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present techniques. The lower housing 62 may include tabs 64
that may be used to attach the lower housing 62 to an upper
housing (not shown). The tabs 64 may be designed in such a
way to allow access to the inner portion of the I/O module 20
without the use of tools. Additionally, an aperture 66 is illus-
trated in this embodiment. The aperture 66 may receive an I/O
key 68. The I/O key 68 may mechanically key the I/O module
20 to the terminal base 22. Keying the 1/O module 20 to the
terminal base 22 may prevent incidental swapping of the I/O
module 20 into an adjacent terminal base 22. Therefore, when
the I/0O module 20 includes the /O key 68, it may include a
unique position for the I/O key 68 to represent a specific type
of'the I/O module 20 (e.g., digital, analog, AC, etc.). Further,
the terminal base 22 may contain a corresponding receptor
key of the /O key 68. The corresponding receptor key of the
1/0 key 68 is rotatable, and upon installation of the I/O mod-
ule 20, the corresponding receptor key may be rotated to a
position that accepts the specific type of the /O module 20
installed on the terminal base 22. This illustration also dis-
plays the recess 48 from a different angle. Again, the recesses
48 may allow for the latching extensions 50 to extend from the
inner portion of the I/O module 20 in order to interact with the
latch catches 52 of the terminal base 22.

FIG. 7 is an exploded perspective view of the lower hous-
ing 62 of the I/O module 20 including a latch element 70 in
accordance with embodiments of the present techniques. The
latch element 70 is composed of the latching extensions 50
and an actuation bar 72 extending between the latching exten-
sions 50. Further, the latch element 70 may be deposited into
the lower housing 62 in such a manner that the latching
extensions 50 extend through a pair of passages 74 of the
lower housing 62.

Additionally, in some embodiments, the latch element 70
may be composed of a single piece of material. The single
piece of material may be of a lower coefficient of friction than
a material that makes up the lower housing 62. Because the
latch element 70 is made up of the single piece of material, the
latch extensions 50 and the actuation bar 72 may provide a
stable structure to the latching mechanism. Further, the lower
coefficient of friction of the latch element 70 may provide less
resistance during release lever actuation to release the 1/O
module 20 from the terminal base 22. Furthermore, the lower
coefficient of friction may also provide a longer life expect-
ancy for the releasing and securing mechanism of the /O
module 20 due to a lower amount of friction associated with
actuating the release lever 40.

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of the lower housing 62 of the
1/0 module 20 including the latch element 70 and a system
circuit board 76 in accordance with embodiments of the
present techniques. This view shows the lower housing 62 in
an embodiment where it may be populated by circuitry that
controls functions of the I/O module 20. Additionally, the
representation of this embodiment demonstrates that the latch
element 70 may not interfere or interact with system circuit
board 76. Latch element 70, as displayed in FIG. 8, is in a
latched position. This indicates that the latch element 70 may
not come any closer to system circuit board 76 during normal
operation of the /O module 20. Indeed, upon activation of the
latch element 70 in this embodiment, the latch element 70
may move away from system circuit board 76. Therefore, the
latching mechanism of the present embodiment may not
interfere with any functions or configurations of the system
circuit board 76.

Turning now to FIG. 9, a perspective view of the lower
housing 62 of the /O module 20 is shown including the latch
element 70, the system circuit board 76, and an /O circuit
board 78 in accordance with embodiments of the present
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techniques. This view demonstrates the interior of the I/O
module 20 as displayed in FIG. 8 but further populated by the
1/O circuit board 78. Again, in at least one embodiment, the
latch element 70 may not interfere or interact with circuit
boards 76 and 78 during normal operation of the I/O module
20.

FIG. 10 is an exploded perspective view of the lower hous-
ing 62 of the /O module 20 including the latch element 70,
the system circuit board 76, the 1/O circuit board 78, and a
lightpipe 80 in accordance with embodiments of the present
techniques. The lightpipe 80 may transmit light from LEDs
mounted on the system circuit board 76 and/or the I/O circuit
board 78. The LEDs of the circuit boards 76 and 78 from
which light may be transmitted may provide a visual repre-
sentation of how each row of the wiring terminals 30 of the
terminal base 22 in the /O device 18 are interacting with the
circuitry of the I/O module 20. The light from the LEDs may
travel through the lightpipe 80 and may be displayed directly
above each LED’s respective wiring terminal row when the
1/O module 20 is in use.

FIG. 11 is an exploded perspective view of a populated
lower housing 62 of the /O module 20 and an upper housing
82 of the I/O module 20 in accordance with embodiments of
the present techniques. In one embodiment, the upper hous-
ing 82 may fit around a latch element 70, system circuit board
76, 1/O circuit board 78, and lightpipe 80 and secure itself to
the lower housing 62 of the /O module 20. Further, the
emitting ends of lightpipe 80 may fit between side vents of the
upper housing 82 in order to emit light from the LEDs on the
circuit boards 76 and 78 that is visible to a user.

FIG. 12 is an exploded perspective view of the I/O module
20 including the release lever 40 in accordance with embodi-
ments of the present techniques. The release lever 40 may be
mounted as a first degree lever. A first degree lever may occur
when a pivot (fulcrum) is between an effort and a load. In this
embodiment, the release lever 40 pivots about a pivot axis 84.
The load of the release lever is the latch element 70 that
interacts with the release lever 40. The effort occurs on the
upper extension 44 of the release lever 40, which may extend
above a top surface 42 of the I/O module 20. Additionally, the
pivot axis 84 of the release lever 40 is created by a location of
extensions 86 on the release lever 40.

Further, FIG. 13 is a partial perspective view of the I/O
module 20 detailing a receiving area for the release lever 40.
A recess 88 may accept the release lever into the upper hous-
ing 82 of the /O module 20. Additionally, a bar interface 90
for the actuation bar 72 ofthe latch element 70 may be located
near the bottom of the recess 88 in order to provide an inter-
face between the latch element 70 and the release lever 40.
Upon activation of the release lever 40, the release lever 40
may interact with the bar interface 90 to displace the latch
element 70 and allow the user to remove the I/O module 20
from the terminal base 22.

In one embodiment, a pair of counterbalanced integral
springs 92 in the I/O module 20 may urge the latch element 70
to a biased latched position. The pair of integral springs 92
may be generally symmetrically disposed below the release
lever 40. In such an embodiment, the release lever may inter-
act with the bar interface 90 in order to push the latch element
70 against the pair of counterbalanced integral springs 92 and
cause the latch element 70 to reach an unlatched position.
Once in the unlatched position, a user may remove the [/O
module 20 from the terminal base 22 by exerting force on the
1/0 module 20 in a direction away from the terminal base 22.

Additionally, receivers 94 may receive a pair of release
lever extensions protruding from the release lever 40 in order
for the release lever to be pivotally mounted to the upper
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housing 82 of the I/O module 20. The release lever exten-
sions, when confined in the receivers 94, may create the pivot
axis 84 of the release lever 40. The location of the pivot axis
may determine, at least in part, how much force may be
required to activate the latch element 70 and move it to an
unlatched position. The integral springs 92 may also be gen-
erally aligned vertically with the pivot axis 84 of the release
lever 40.

While only certain features of the invention have been
illustrated and described herein, many modifications and
changes will occur to those skilled in the art. For example,
while securing and releasing features are illustrated on spe-
cific components of an I/O device in the figures described
above, in other embodiments, such features may be incorpo-
rated with other or additional components of an /O device. It
is, therefore, to be understood that the appended claims are
intended to cover all such modifications and changes as fall
within the true spirit of the invention.

The invention claimed is:

1. An automation input/output, comprising:

a terminal base;

an input/output module securable to the terminal base to

provide communication between components coupled
to the terminal base and remote automation devices; and

a latch for coupling that in operation secures the input/

output module to the terminal base, the latch comprising
a pivoted release lever, and a latch element, separate
from the pivoted release lever, actuated by pivoting the
release lever to overcome a force on the release lever
provided by an integral spring to urge the latch element
of'the /O module, separate from the release lever, to an
unlatched position, the latch element having a pair of
lateral latching extensions that interface with the termi-
nal base to secure the input/output module to the termi-
nal base.

2. The automation input/output of claim 1, comprising a
pair of counterbalanced integral spring elements in the input/
output module that urge the latch element to pivot toward a
biased latched position.

3. The automation input/output of claim 2, wherein the
spring elements are symmetrically disposed below the release
lever.

4. The automation input/output of claim 3, wherein the
spring elements are aligned vertically with a pivot axis of the
release lever.

5. The automation input/output of claim 1, wherein the
release lever extends above an upper surface of the input/
output module.

6. The automation input/output of claim 1, wherein the
release lever is pivotally mounted to a housing of the input/
output module.

7. The automation input/output of claim 6, wherein an
upper extension of the release lever is pivotable toward a front
side of the input/output module for release of the input/output
module from the terminal base in response to a grasping
contact on the front side of the input/output module and the
upper extension of the release lever.

8. The automation input/output of claim 1, wherein the
latch element is a single piece comprising the pair of lateral
latching extensions and an actuation bar extending between
the latching extensions.
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9. The automation input/output of claim 1, wherein the
input/output module and the terminal base in operation are
capable of positioning both horizontally and vertically.

10. The automation input/output of claim 1, wherein the
latching extensions each include an inclined surface that
causes the respective latching extension to be displaced for
insertion of the input/output module into the terminal base as
the inclined surfaces come in contact with latch catches of the
terminal base.

11. A latching mechanism, comprising:

alatch element that in operation is securing an input/output

module to a terminal base, the latch element having a

pair of lateral latching extensions to interface with the

terminal base and to secure the input/output module to
the terminal base;

a pivoted release lever, separate from the latch element,
that in operation is actuating the latch element to
release the input/output module from the terminal
base; and

a pair of counterbalanced integral spring elements in the
input/output module that in operation is urging the
latch element and the release lever toward a biased
latched position.

12. The latching mechanism of claim 11, wherein the lat-
eral latching extensions are positioned on opposite ends of the
input/output module.

13. The latching mechanism of claim 12, wherein the lat-
eral latching extensions are further positioned along a center
of' mass of the input/output module.

14. The latching mechanism of claim 13, wherein a mate-
rial used to fabricate the latch element has a lower coefficient
of friction than a material used to fabricate the input/output
module.

15. The latching mechanism of claim 11, wherein the
release lever is mounted as a first degree lever.

16. The latching mechanism of claim 11, wherein the
release lever extends above an upper surface of the input/
output module.

17. A method for securing and releasing an input/output
(I/0) module from a terminal base, comprising:

securing the input/output module to the terminal base;

grasping a front side of the I/O module and a pivoted

release lever located on a back side of the I/O module;
pivoting the release lever by overcoming a force on the

release lever provided by an integral spring to urge a

latch element of the /O module, separate from the

release lever, to an unlatched position; and

pulling the /O module away from the terminal base.

18. The method of claim 17, wherein activating the release
lever is accomplished by grasping inward on the front side of
the I/O module and on the release lever with a sufficient
grasping force to overcome the force on the release lever
provided by the integral spring.

19. The method of claim 17, wherein securing the input/
output module to the terminal base is accomplished without
the use of the release lever.

20. The method of claim 17, wherein securing and releas-
ing the input/output module from the terminal base is not
changed by an orientation of the input/output module and the
terminal base.



